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 Northern Territory Barefooters

Darwin Ski Club
2013 Barefoot Nationals

Bulletin No.2
Hello again Aussie Barefooters! It has been a busy few months for the Darwin Ski Club and I’m happy to say it is all coming together and we are looking forward to hosting a great event on the territory’s best water. No doubt we will miss a few things and need some last minute help…don’t be shy! 
1. Entry Forms and Fees: Entry forms have been sent out, check your state’s inbox or contact us if you’ve missed out. 
Fees are payable with your entry from submission, pay early to avoid a late entry fee. Clubs are requested to collate and submit a combined payment to the account details on the forms.
Don’t forget to hassle anyone from the ACT or Tas to get theirs in. Prelim numbers has this as the biggest Nationals for a few years...
2. Accommodation: Great deals have been organised with our official Accommodation partners Holiday Inn, Big4 Howard Springs and Berry Springs Lakes Resort. Details can be found on Bulletin 1. 
3. Hire cars. The airport hosts all the major hire car companies and there are others in the CBD. Book early to avoid disappointment, hire cars can be booked out during holiday periods. 
4. Weather: It will be the end of the wet season. Expect to be hot and sweaty with temps ranging 28-33c during the day and around 75% humidity, you will not need your ugg boots or beanie! Rain storms are a daily event but usually pass quickly and offer some cool relief. Any of you planning on camping should check your gear and ensure you are ready for strong winds and rain.
5. Travel: Darwin International Airport is located in the middle of the Darwin suburbs and is about 15 minutes by car to the CBD. Allow about 20 minutes to get to Palmerston, 30mins to Howard Springs and 45mins to the Berry Springs Lakes Resort. 
Please allow plenty of time when driving in the NT, especially if it is raining, as conditions can change quickly and roads can be flooded without warning. Wildlife can be hazard too, especially around dusk and dawn, just ask the roo we meet on the way to the lakes to other day.
Check the map or your nearest smart phone for directions or follow the signs if you get lost.
6. Venue. Berry Springs Lakes Resort will host the Nationals and are considered some of the best purpose built lakes in Australia. The dual lakes are surrounded on all sides by trees and water temps range between 30-36C during the wet. 
a. Getting there. The google map address is Doris Road, Berry Springs, Northern Territory. From Darwin and Palmerston areas travel south on the Stuart Highway and take Cox Peninsula Road towards Berry Springs. At the small township marked by 2 service stations turn south onto Doris road and follow to the end. Enter thru the park gates, there is no need to check in at reception unless you plan to stay. Take the first left up a small rise. The lake access road will be clearly marked.
b. Parking. Parking at the event is available on the main access road between the lakes. Overflow parking is available on the road on the northern side of the main lake. Patrons are reminded to avoid parking of soft terrain, especially after rain.  
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Stuart Highway route from Darwin to Venue. Approx 50mins
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Alternative Route from Darwin to Venue. Approx. 40mins
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Venue Local Area Map. 
c. Spectator area. The lakes have a large grassed area much like the NSW venue so plan your club setup accordingly. Only limited undercover area is available and will be mostly reserved for technical gear and officials.  
d. Food. A full range of great food will be on sale at the event. Big breakfasts, burgers and healthy options will be available all day from 0800.
e. Drinks and Water. Icy cold soft drinks, juices and the NT’s favourite iced coffee will be available all day. Water on tap is drinkable bore water and bottled water will also be on sale.
Alcohol. A range of drinks will be offered during the afternoons.
f. Toilets and facilities. Men’s and women’s change rooms and toilet block are available onsite. 
g. Plunge Pool. The site boasts an all-natural spring water plunge pool right on the water’s edge. Sensible use and adult supervision of juniors is highly encouraged.  

h. Phone reception. All phone carriers service the area with 3G. 
7.  Boats. The event will run 2 boats, one on each site. Both boats are fitted with low, high and Super Fly high tow points. 
Boat 1. Custom Protégé Outboard
Boat 2. Malibu Pro-Skier Outboard
8.  Jump. A brand new jump from Custom Ski Boats will be set up in front of the spectator area on the main lake.
9.  Starting docks. Docks will be available on both lakes.  
10.  Ropes and handles. Ropes and Handles will be supplied exclusively by US Gear.
11.  Familiarisation. Monday 1st April. A timetable will be available soon.
Additional Pre-Tournament training is available at the site with the tournament boats from Friday March 30 at $200/hr. Contact us to book your time.
12.  Functions. Darwin Ski Club will host the Welcome Dinner and   Presentation functions, please refer to the function booking forms
Welcome Dinner: Monday 1st April, 1830 for 1900 start. 
Dress: Darwin Formal
Dinner: Dinner will be tasting plate appetisers and table buffet.

Presentation Night: Saturday 6th April, 1830 for 1900 start
Dress: Team Uniforms
Dinner: Sit down table service 
13.  Merchandise. Order forms are attached. Very limited numbers will be on hand at the event. Any orders placed before March 7 will be available for collection at the event.  
14.  Emergency plan. An event Emergency Management Plan has been drafted and local authorities will be briefed. Due to the remote site, any skiers or spectators requiring routine or special medication are encouraged to come prepared. 
The site is actively surveyed and managed for hostile wildlife. Details are available on request. 

15.  NT Travel and things to do. Contact our friends at Tourism NT for all the latest deals and great ideas for things to do in the Top end.
16.  Enquiries:  
Please direct any enquiries about the Nationals to the organising committee:

Mathew Frost – 0421 573 744
Tish Frost – 0449 972 985
ntbarefooter@yahoo.com.au
Released 17 Feb 2013. 
