
 

2012 Masters National Championships 

 
It seems like a lifetime ago that the National Championships were held in Adelaide in April. A very 

special thanks to all the participants for competing in a spirit that was both exciting and challenging 

and contributed to a wonderfully successful event. 

 

82 clubs participated with entries received from all states and one international swimmer.  A total of 

417 swimmers entered with 398 competing.  Women slightly outnumbered the men. 

 

During the event provisional records were set for 3 individual World Records, 53 individual National 

Records and two female National Relay Records – a great effort in a marvellous new pool. 

 

The most highly rated aspects of the event were the venue (the new SA Aquatic and Leisure Centre), 

the Officials and the general organisation.  We were assisted by 11 SA officials, 10 from interstate 

and three from Swim SA.  A very special thanks to all these officials.  The program was completed 

each day at the estimated time – actually slightly early on 3 days! 

 

An innovation that was very well received was the presentation of Relay Medals each afternoon at 

the Happy Hour at the end of each day. 

 

The Branch Challenge Relay was hotly contested with South Australia winning – just 0.92 seconds 

away from their nominated time. 

 

171 people attended the Presentation Dinner at the Glenelg Surf Life Saving Club.  Special guests 

were the Governor of SA Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce and the Minister of Sport the Honourable Tom 

Kenyon. 

 

Congratulations to Powerpoints (Victoria) on winning the Founders’ Trophy and to the Vorgee Male 

Swimmer of the Meet (Paul Lemmon- Ettalong NSW) and the Vorgee Female Swimmer of the Meet 

(Jennie Bucknell – Power Points Victoria). 

 

I would like to acknowledge the tremendous effort of our Organising Committee who worked 

tirelessly for months before (and 2 months since) to ensure the success of the 2012 Masters 

National Championships. 

 

We will now all look forward to Sydney in 2013. See you at SOPAC! 

 

John Gamlen 

Convenor  


