12U Baseball World Cup 2017 – Tainan, Taiwan
Report from Connie Stoyakovich (CABS)

From July 28th to August 6th 2017 the WBSC (World Baseball Softball Confederation) staged the
fourth edition of the biennial 12U Baseball World Cup in Tainan, Taiwan. My selection as an
international scorer for the tournament came much earlier in the year, and took me fully by
surprise.
I had been very interested in becoming an IBAF (now WBSC) accredited scorer for some time, and
in 2014, I jumped at the chance to attend a 3-day training clinic in Hong Kong run by Anna-Maria
Paini, head of the IBAF Scoring Commission. The scoring system is extremely detailed and a bit
different from the Australian system, but baseball statistics are all compiled according to the same
Official Baseball Rules so I just needed to learn and practice the different notations and
scoresheets. And I practiced, and practiced, and I didn’t hear anything – until in March this year I
received an email from Lausanne, Switzerland congratulating me on my appointment to the
international scoring panel for the 12U Baseball World Cup. I didn’t even know I had been
nominated!

This tournament, which was first staged in Taipei City, Taiwan in 2011, is the highest level of
competition for 11 and 12 year old baseball players. As opposed to the Little League World Series,
which is a global tournament amongst regional club teams (charters), the 12U World Cup is the
first opportunity for young ballplayers to be named to their National Team and play for a world
championship. Baseball is also the only team sport that currently stages a World Cup for athletes
as young as the U-12 age category.
The interest in this tournament from the local fans has been huge ever since their Chinese Taipei
(Taiwan) team won the gold medal at the first 12U World Cup. And since then the tournament has
only been held in Taiwan (Taipei City in 2011 & 2013, Tainan in 2015 & 2017), with the Chinese
Taipei team appearing in every Gold Medal final. The USA team had taken out the gold in the 2013
and 2015 tournaments, so the Chinese Taipei team was keen to even the ledger in 2017.

I was flown to Taipei from Brisbane on an overnight flight, arriving early in the morning of July 26 th.
My next flight to Kaohsiung in the south was scheduled to depart an hour later, so I made my way
to the transit counter immediately upon landing – only to be told there were no flights to
Kaohsiung! Not just my flight was cancelled, but all flights to Kaohsiung were cancelled. The
attendant said I would need to take a train, and told me the travel agency should have advised me
of this change of plans. Yes, they should have, but now was not the time to figure out where
communication had broken down – I had to get myself onto a train!
I wasn’t feeling too worried, but I did need to think fast. I was very grateful that I had decided to
take some Mandarin speaking lessons before my trip, and that came in handy as I made my way
to the station to catch the high speed rail down to Tainan and get a taxi to my hotel.
After that bit of excitement I was very glad to check in to the very pleasant Tayih Landis hotel and
meet the tournament directors and coordinators. This would be my home for the next two weeks,
and I can’t say enough about how well all of us officials were looked after by the hotel staff, as well
as by the Local Organizing Committee volunteers. The buffet restaurant at the hotel was simply
amazing, with every sort of cuisine you could wish for, and if we were not at a game, we had all
our meals provided there.
The day after I arrived was our first official day of duty, although the games did not start until the
following day. After breakfast all the international and local scorers met with Pablo Carpio, our
scoring director, and we all exchanged little gifts. I had brought out some small jotter pads with
the logos of Queensland Baseball Scorers, Baseball Qld and Baseball Australia printed on them –
they were a big hit!
The scoring personnel represented all corners of the globe. Our director came from Spain, and the
other internationals came from Mexico, Venezuela, Holland, Hong Kong and Australia (me!). We
also had 4 very good scorers from Taiwan. Their command of English was not great, but they
mostly had enough to manage. They too had to learn the WBSC scoring system, which differed
from their local system, but none of them were able to use the Stat Crew computer scoring
program “The Automated Scorebook”.

Our 2-hour meeting turned into a 4-hour meeting with clinic, but it was great to have that
opportunity to get familiar with everyone and with Pablo’s expectations. His biggest concern was
that we all worked as a team.

When that meeting/clinic was done we thought the rest of the day was our own, but late in the
afternoon we got an email advising us to attend the Gala Opening Banquet that night. We were
to wear our official uniform polos, but everything else at the banquet was quite formal. The food
was exquisite, the entertainment quite enjoyable, and there were so many staff on hand to look
after us. I was excited to get the chance to be introduced to Riccardo Fraccari, President of the
WBSC, and I told him how thrilled I was to be an international official scorer for the first time.

Our routine was to find out our assignments each night for the next day, and then in the morning
collect the daily reports, scoresheets and computers, and travel by bus with the other officials to
the different grounds. There were 3 venues in use for the tournament, and the regular schedule
was for 6 games per day. Kuei-Jen had one game per day, Shan-Hwa had two games per day, and
the main Tainan stadium had three games each day. Pablo moved us all around so some days I
had 3 games to score and some days only 1 game. In total I scored 17 games across the 10 days,
including the Bronze Medal game on the final day.

I was rostered for Tainan Stadium on the first day, which was great. We had an official opening
ceremony with dance groups and mascots (Snoopy, Charlie Brown and Lucy) providing the
entertainment, and the local politicians providing the speeches. All 12 teams were there, coming
from Mexico, Panama, Nicaragua, Brazil, USA, Germany, Czech Republic, South Africa, Japan, South
Korea, Chinese Taipei and Australia. It was very impressive. The Chinese Taipei team was always
scheduled to play the 6:30pm game at Tainan so they could draw lots of fans, and their game
against Brazil after the opening ceremony drew a very large crowd.

The tournament draw had two pools of 6 teams playing an opening round-robin series, followed
by a “rest day”, and then the teams would be split into the super round pool (top 3 from each
pool), and the consolation round pool. The top 2 teams from the super round would play for the
gold, and the next 2 teams would play for the bronze. When the weather turned nasty – due to 2
cyclones crossing our path at the same time – the rest day became the catch-up day, and by the
first day of the Super round the games were back on schedule – well, after the suspended game
between Japan and Brazil was resumed and completed first thing in the morning.

I had the honours of scoring the only suspended game, the longest game at 2 hours and 39 minutes
(Mexico 10 vs USA 12), and the game with the highest score (Japan beat South Africa 31-0, and
batted out of order – unappealed). I also had to begin scoring that 31-0 game on the computer
after the first inning was completed because the tablet was completely dead when I arrived at the
field (Pablo had to come out with his screwdrivers and fix the loose connection to the docking
station). We had a few other “technical glitches” to sort out over the days, but everyone worked
very hard and got the job done in good spirits. Pablo was just wonderful as a scoring director,
being patient and kind with his corrections and suggestions.

Australia had a tough time against some extremely strong teams, winning only one game
(Germany) in the opening round, but they did get another win in the consolation round (South
Africa), so they ended up in 10th place for the tournament.
The bronze medal game between Mexico and Japan was a real pitcher’s duel, and the exciting
finish came thanks to one bad pitch that got past the catcher. Mexico won the game 1-0.
The gold medal game promised to be a cracker, with the Chinese Taipei home team playing the
USA. 11,000 fans filled the stadium, and they got to see a great game. Unfortunately their team
did not win, but they played very well, and were outperformed in both pitching and batting by the
USA, who won 7-2.

The closing ceremony was another fun celebration, with all the ballplayers mingling together. And
then it was home to the hotel, with Pablo compiling the 77-page final report, and all of us bidding
our farewells to each other. I got to take the high speed train back to Taipei the next morning,
riding in the same carriage with the team from Brazil, who all seemed to have had a wonderful
time.
Tainan was an amazing place, full of exotic and interesting experiences, and I can’t wait to return.
I thoroughly enjoyed my adventure, and I thank Baseball Australia for recommending me to the
WBSC. I hope to be considered again for an international scoring appointment, and maybe it will
be for the 2019 U12 World Cup!

