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Annual General Meeting Concluded 

The club AGM was held on Saturday July 28th, during which the following committee positions 
were nominated for and voted in by members in attendance.  

Executive Committee: 

● Vincent Chau - President 
● Brenton Ward - Vice President 
● Stephen Morley - Secretary 
● Chris Wood - Treasurer 

Non-Executive Committee: 

● Matthew Webster - Equipment Officer 
● Leonie Chevalier - Recorder 

We also have Archie Kaan in the position of Club Coach, pending the renewal of his coaching 
accreditation with Archery Victoria. 

Working Bee 

The weather on the morning of Saturday the 11th of August was not promising. We arrived to a 
surging Gardiners Creek but fortunately the rain had already stopped and the water was already 
beginning to recede. The agenda for the day was to prepare target blocks for the six empty metal 
frames at the back of the container. This was in preparation for us holding the Whitehorse Trophy 
in September. More on that later. In addition, a number of the wooden fascia pieces that protect 
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arrows from directly striking the metal frames 
needed replacing. 

Our team set about cutting wood down to size 
with rip saws and drop saws, with fascia pieces 
then given a quick coat of black spray paint.  

A couple of us then headed down to the 
container to unload all of the targets for 
inspection and replacement work while the rest 
began putting target housing frames together 
and packing foam into them. 

As targets were filled out, they were then 
brought down to the field where they were then bolted onto the frames awaiting them. Each of the 
new targets had a brand new core inserted, and those targets were then stored at the back of the 

container, to remain fresh until their use during 
the tournament. 

A big thanks to Matt Webster, Stephen Morley, 
Josh Bubic, Robert de Groot, Irene Moser, Chris 
Wood, Michael Thomas and Leonie Chevalier for 
donating their Saturday morning to assist this 
great work. Another working bee is tentatively 
scheduled for September 22nd to do some final 
preparation work. Consider pencilling that into 
your calendar if you’d like to help out.  

2018 Whitehorse Trophy 

The Whitehorse Trophy is the tournament that our club hosts annually. Unfortunately it didn’t go 
ahead last year, owing to a perfect storm of absences of key club personnel. We didn’t feel 
comfortable running the tournament short-staffed and so we ended up cancelling it. This year we 
are planning to have it up and running, scheduled for Sunday 30th of September. This tournament 
is open to all, including archers from outside our club! Irene Moser is directing its organisation and 
we are in the process of finalising details such as entry fees. I will post further details once entries 
are open. 

The tournament involves shooting a World Archery 1440 round. Open Male Recurve and 
Compound archers shoot the 90m 1440, and there are equivalent rounds for each category, 
ranging down to the 40m 1440 for the Cub (under 14 at the commencement of the calendar year) 
category. This chart on the Archery Australia website details the equivalent rounds for each 
category. R - Recurve, C - Compound, L - Longbow, BBR - Bare Bow Recurve, BBC - Bare Bow 
Compound.  
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http://scores.bhca.net.au/round_info.php?roundid=9
http://scores.bhca.net.au/round_info.php?roundid=149
https://archeryaustralia.app.box.com/s/2qmzb83x8mx6t8v0xuil0zz56supsyv5
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Box Hill Open Space Survey 

The City of Whitehorse recently posted a survey asking residents of Box Hill about their usage of 
open spaces. It would be beneficial to us if when you fill that out you specifically call out the park 
we are on, RHL Sparks Reserve, and your usage of it as members of Box Hill City Archers for 
archery. As you may be aware, open space in Box Hill is in high demand and among the sporting 
clubs in the area, Rugby and Soccer, we are definitely one of the smaller fish in the pond. You’ll 
find the survey from the council in your mailboxes, or online. 

Dealing with Range Invasions and Safety 

Unfortunately, we must discuss a less pleasant topic. In recent months we’ve had a few cases 
where members have had confrontations with members of the public on the range. There are 
some things that I would like to make clear.  

Firstly on the aspect of safety, it is our responsibility to cease shooting if somebody trespasses 
onto the range. This is one of the conditions of our lease. We cannot continue shooting until that 
person has left the range. In those situations, it is wise to assume that the trespasser has done so 
with ignorance. Yes, we have signs up and yes we’ve done our best to place them in places where 
people approaching the range will be made aware that we are shooting. Unfortunately, there will 
always be members of the public who are lack situational awareness, or make incorrect 
assumptions about archery and draw invalid conclusions about arrow flight. The responsibility lies 
with us to inform members of the general public that they are endangering themselves by being in 
the target area. When such need arises, I request that you do so in a polite fashion. Although to us 
they are sporting equipment, our bows are also lethal weapons, and it would be wise to keep in 
mind that even if you have put your bow down, the individual you are confronting can feel 
threatened by any aggression you display towards them. Do not antagonise members of the public 
with unnecessary insults. Start politely, threaten to call the police if they refuse to cooperate.  

Unfortunately, there are a rare few who do not stray onto the range unintentionally, but instead 
are belligerent and seek to deliberately disrupt proceedings. This will become evident by their 
behaviour when confronted. You are not to, either physically or through threats of aggression, 
attempt to remove anyone that refuses to leave. Indeed, people of this nature may attempt to 
goad you into an act of violence to create an incident that they can use against the club. You 
should instead notify the Police. Any other course of action could have serious repercussions for 
yourself and the club as a whole. 

It should also be made clear that Box Hill City Archers does not own the ground, nor does it own 
the clubhouse. We pay the Whitehorse Council (this is where some of our shooting fees go) a lease 
to use the facilities. The ground is not owned by Whitehorse Council either. It is a flood retarding 
basin and as such is controlled by Melbourne Water, who allow Whitehorse Council to manage it 
on their behalf for public use. I should make it abundantly clear that I am not a lawyer, but I do 
know that there are a great deal of legal specifics if you want to start arguing about whether it is 
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http://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/Open-Space-Survey.html
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“public land” with a member of the public. Don’t go down that rabbit hole. Let them know that the 
land is owned by Melbourne Water and managed by Whitehorse Council and any complaints 
should be taken up with Whitehorse Council. We simply have a seasonally renewed lease that 
grants us access to the facilities.  

Invasions may occur through other means. Drones are becoming increasingly popular, as is drone 
photography. There are regulations regarding drones, specifically:  

● You must keep your drone at least 30 metres away from other people. 
● You must not fly over or above people. This could include beaches, parks, events, or sport 

ovals where there is a game in progress. 

If during a shoot you are harassed by an individual flying a drone, these are regulations that you 
may quote to them when you ask them to not fly near you. Conversely, if they are abiding by these 
regulations, there is not a lot you can legally do to get them to stop if they’ve already declined your 
polite request. There are no invasion of privacy laws you can cite. Photographers may ask you for 
permission, but unfortunately not all photographers are so courteous. As far as we’ve been able to 
determine, photographers are free to take photos of you anywhere, as long as they are on public 
land.  

I should emphasise that none of this means we should roll over on our backs and wave a white flag 
when someone belligerent shows up. It means that being in the public eye we need to conduct 
ourselves properly, and with due respect for the conditions of our lease with the council, and the 
law, whose enforcers we may need to call upon from time to time. The council is not legally bound 
to renew our lease for the facilities, and they do so because it is in the interests of the public for our 
club to exist. Missteps by members (or guests for that matter) could jeopardise the club. Let’s keep 
the confrontations to a minimum. 

Social Media Feedback 

Michael Reilly is interested in knowing what sorts of things you’d like our social media channels to 
show. I encourage you to have a think about how you’d like the club’s internet face to look. Should 
it be very personal, with posts about individual achievements to tell the rest of the world about the 
people in our club? Should it tell you about the things happening in the rest of the archery world 
outside of our club? A reminder about the next shoot perhaps? Have a chat with him down at the 
club next time! He would love to hear from you. 

Monthly Shoot 

Our winner of the July Monthly Shoot was Jonathan Wirjoprawiro! He shot a 693 for his Geelong 
score, trouncing his current rating by 8 points, resulting in an adjusted score of 959/900. Stephen 
Morley matched his own rating with an 803, translating into an adjusted score of 899/900. Tied in 
second place with Stephen, Robert de Groot also shot his rating with a 633, also adjusting to 
899/900. Great shooting, everyone!  
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https://droneflyer.gov.au/
http://scores.bhca.net.au/all_competitions.php?eventid=229
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Our September Monthly shoot will be a Darwin, 90 arrows at 40m, all on the 122cm (large) face.  As 
always it’s handicapped. Whatever your skill level, give it a go. Come and join in the fun!  

Beginners Course - September   

Our next beginners course is a couple of weeks away, commencing on Sunday September 2nd. 
Enrollments are still open.  
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http://scores.bhca.net.au/round_info.php?roundid=7

