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Principal
Partner
The Judo Federation of Australia
would like to acknowledge and
thank our principal partner, the
Australian Sports Commission,
for their ongoing support of Judo
in Australia.
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Member States:
Judo Australian Capital Territory – JFA (ACT) Inc
Judo New South Wales – JFA (NSW) Inc
Judo Northern Territory – JFA (NT) Inc
Judo Queensland – JFA (QLD) Inc

Judo South Australia – JFA (SA) Inc
Judo Tasmania – JFA (TAS) Inc
Judo Victoria Inc
Judo Western Australia – JFA (WA) Inc

Affiliations:
International Judo Federation
Oceania Judo Union
Kodokan – Tokyo Japan
Australian Olympic Committee
Commonwealth Games Australia

Life Members:
Cliff Duncan (deceased)
Andrew Fleming (OAM, deceased)
Dr Ern Knoop
Arthur Moorshead (OAM, deceased)
John Peters (OAM)
Ted Ryan (deceased)
Suzanne Williams (OAM)
John Whipp (AM, CSM)
Philip Brain

QLD
WA
VIC
VIC
NSW
QLD
NSW
QLD
QLD

Daryl Payne
Catherine Brain
Maria Pekli
John Deacon (OAM)
Sam Wright
John Dronryp (OAM, deceased)
Colin Hill
Midge Hill

SA
QLD
VIC
TAS
QLD
VIC
ACT
ACT
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Chair’s
Report
It is my privilege to be writing the first report as Chair of the
Judo Federation of Australia Limited. The administration
of Judo in Australia has undergone rigorous review over
the past 3 years and we are now realising the benefits of
better collaboration, greater transparency and increased
engagement with our state, national and international
partners. This year we have completed full implementation
of the 24 recommendations from the 2014 Australian
Sports Commission Governance Review. Significant changes
included the transition from an incorporated association
to a Company, implementation of strategic board director
recruitment processes, enhanced board process and
integrity measures as well as the establishment of Board
Committees to further allow the board to effectively
carry out their duties. Each Director is actively engaged,
from a governance perspective, with our strategy and
organisational oversight. We will continue to further build
on these improvements and encourage the Board and our
Committees to continue leading professionally to further
improve our organisational performance.
With financial sustainability viewed as one of the key
enablers to delivering our strategic outcomes, we have
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placed increased emphasis on continuing to improve
our financial position and processes. This is a vitally
important area for the Board and one we shall continue
to enhance into the future.
We have invested in effective relationship building
with the International Judo Federation and Oceania
Judo Union and are now contributing meaningfully to
and benefiting from these international relationships.
These relationships support international collaborative
opportunities to generate knowledge, enhance and
develop Judo in our region and offer mutually beneficial
opportunities to contribute to the quality of our athletes,
coaches, referees and administrators.
We have also focused on further enhancing our
relationships with the Australian Sports Commission,
Commonwealth Games Australia and the Australian
Olympic Committee. We know that when these
partnerships operate effectively, it creates synergy
and fosters ways of optimising our resources and
finding solutions to the challenges, both strategic and
operational, currently facing our sport. These challenges
currently include improving the standard of our elite
programs, growing our overall participation, increasing
female participation levels, introducing an entry level
Judo program and a formal Judo in schools program.
In closing, I would like to acknowledge the leadership
of Alex Vallentine who, as CEO, professionally leads our
operational activities. I also continue to acknowledge
and appreciate our State Presidents and their Boards for
their dedication to the growth of and passion for Judo.
Thank you to my fellow Board Directors for their support
and dedication during the year. The guidance and
committed action has been much appreciated through
a period of significant change. I would like to give special
thanks to Neville Sharpe for his loyal and professional
guidance to me in the transition from his leadership to
my leadership.
Thank you also to the tireless volunteers, athletes,
coaches and referees who through the Judo values
deliver continued growth and unity to our sport.
Best Regards

Kate Corkery
Chair
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Chief Executive
Officer’s Report
I’m pleased to report that the 2016/17 year was one of great
progress and strategic transition for the Judo Federation of
Australia (JFA).
The significant governance reform implemented will provide the
structural platform required to allow the JFA to deliver on its key
strategic pillars of Performance, Participation and Profile.
In the Performance area, the pinnacle this year was the
qualification of seven of our athletes to compete at the 2016
Rio Olympic Games. It was inspiring to see such a young group
of athletes representing the JFA and Australia on the grandest
stage. The appointment of Maria Pekli into a newly created full
time Technical Director role was another positive step forward,
as we continue to enhance the planning, structure and delivery
of our high performance programs.
The Participation area has also seen positive progress this year,
with growth in our national membership of over 5% exceeding
targets. Coach and Referee development continued during the
period, however the JFA must further increase development
activity in these areas to ensure the long term quantity and
quality of both coaches and referees in our sport. The number of
affiliated clubs increased again this year which is very pleasing,
now the next step is to work with Member States to enhance
the capability and capacity of our clubs to ensure their ongoing
sustainability.
Building the profile of Judo in Australia and improving our digital
presence is vital to the JFA’s ability to continue growing and
developing the sport. More focus will be given to this area in the
year ahead and I look forward to reporting on our achievements
in this space next year.
Significant focus has been given to improving the JFA’s financial
processes and position, to ensure the long term viability of the
organisation. While acknowledging there is still a lot of hard
work to be done in this area, it is pleasing to see an improved
financial result again this year and I look forward to further
improvements to our financial position in the year ahead.

These achievements and progress are only possible
due to the commitment and dedication of a large
group of stakeholders. I’d like to thank our Chair
Kate Corkery, Directors, Staff, Committee Members,
Member States, Clubs and the huge cohort of
volunteers nationally that make delivery of this great
sport possible.
This is an exciting time for our sport as we commence
a new Olympiad and I look forward to making this
journey with you all towards the 2020 Tokyo Olympics
at the home of Judo.
Yours in Judo

Alex Vallentine
Chief Executive Officer

Page - 7 //

// A nnual Re por t - 2016/17

Judo Fe de ration of Aus tralia Ltd

High Performance
2016 Rio Olympic Games (August 2016)
Qualification of 7 athletes:

Junior European Cup Poland (July 2016)
Bryan Jolly – SILVER MEDAL

Joshua Katz
Nathan Katz
Jake Bensted (Top 16 finish)
Eoin Coughlan
Chloe Rayner
Katharina Haecker (Top 16 finish)
Miranda Giambelli

Tinka Easton – BRONZE MEDAL
Antalya Grand Prix Turkey (April 2017)
Katharina Haecker – BRONZE MEDAL
Performance Staffing

Tokyo Grand Slam (December 2016)
Katharina Haecker – 7th Place finish
Oceania Championships Tonga (April 2017)
The Australian team, consisting of 49 athletes
supported by three coaches and a team manager,
proved once again that Australia is the leading
nation in the Oceania region. Winning a total of
24 gold, 15 silver and 5 bronze medals. Australia
won 67% of the total gold medals on offer, even
without contesting all divisions.

49
athletes

67%
of the total gold
medals
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24
15
5

The JFA was proud to announce the appointment
of 5 time Olympian Maria Pekli into a full time
Technical Director role in April. This newly
created position has broad responsibility for
leading, developing, and implementing our high
performance strategies and programs. This
is a vital stage for the JFA, as we implement
a significant change agenda and aim to
further enhance and professionalise our high
performance programs leading in to the Tokyo
2020 Olympics and beyond.
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Participation
National Membership Breakdown

ACT

342

NSW

1755

NT

185

QLD

949

SA

435

TAS

223

VIC

991

WA

807

TOTAL

5687

30.9%

17.4%

16.7%
6.0%

ACT

400
Accredited
Coaches

14.2%

7.6%
3.3%

NSW

NT

138
Accredited
Referees

3.9%

QLD

SA

TAS

Over

3000
Facebook followers

VIC

WA

Increased
Number of
Affiliated
Clubs
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National Championships
Gold Coast Sport & Leisure Centre - Carrara, Queensland
9-12th June 2017

883
1150
1100

Competitor
Entries (Record)
Matches (Record)
Ticketed Spectators
(Record)

Over

LIVE STREAMING:
Over 65,000 hits (Record)
Viewers from 43 countries (Record)
State

Gold

Silver

Bronze

Total

NSW

34

35

43

112

VIC

20

22

30

72

WA

20

15

22

57

QLD

19

15

22

56

ACT

8

8

5

21

SA

4

3

3

10

TAS

2

0

5

7

NT

0

1

2

3

TOTAL

107

99

132

338
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Message from the Australian
Sports Commission
The Australian Sports Commission (ASC) thanks all of our
partner national sporting organisations (NSOs) for your
continued hard work and commitment to excellence. All
of you understand innately the importance of sport in
Australian life. It’s much more than a source of national
identity and pride, it’s the fabric that binds us together - a
common language for all, with multiplier benefits in health,
education, social cohesion and the economy.
There were many great sporting events to celebrate
during the course of last year – the launch of both the AFL
Women’s competition and the National Netball League with
prime-time TV coverage, our most successful winter sports
season ever on the world stage, and fairytale victories
against the odds for Cronulla in the NRL and the Western
Bulldogs in the AFL.
Last year’s Olympic and Paralympic Games underscored
the challenge however for Australia in retaining its status
as one of the world’s pre-eminent sporting nations, given
rising competition from developed and developing nations
alike. We must keep innovating, being bold and willing
to change both on and off the field if we are to succeed,
not just in Olympic and Paralympic sports but across the
sporting spectrum.
We appreciate the willingness of NSOs to embrace this
challenge. We commend athletes for their dedicated
commitment to training ahead of the PyeongChang 2018
Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games, the Gold Coast
2018 Commonwealth Games and, further ahead, the Tokyo
2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games.
One of the most important long-term challenges for our
country is to help our children be physically active, to
participate in sport and enjoy its lifelong benefits.
The ASC’s Sporting Schools program has now reached
more than 5,600 primary schools around Australia and
has already begun a targeted program for high schools.

It is vital to ensure physical education is re-emphasised in
the national school curriculum. To this end, the ASC has
been doing ground-breaking work on physical literacy for
children and youth and we look forward to rolling this out
nationally in the year ahead.
As the national leadership organisation for sport in Australia,
the ASC was delighted when our new Minister for Sport the
Hon. Greg Hunt recently proposed a National Sports Plan,
the preparation of which will be led by the ASC. This will
create, for the first time, a comprehensive blueprint for
Australian sport. It’s an outstanding initiative and we thank
the Minister for his leadership and vision. We hope all NSOs
take the opportunity to contribute their views to the plan.
Most of you will know that this year the ASC welcomed a new
CEO Kate Palmer, a talented sports leader, who has quickly
built excellent relationships with sports and is embracing
the challenges ahead with an inspiring enthusiasm.
Finally, I say a big thank you to the army of volunteers
– parents, coaches, officials and administrators - who
contribute their time and services for the good of Australian
sport. You bring community strength, passion and great
value to the identity, productivity, cohesion and health of
our nation.
The ASC wishes you every success in the year ahead. We
look forward to working closely with you for the common
good of Australian sport.

John Wylie AM
Chair
Australian Sports Commission
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Directors’ Report
The organisation transitioned to Company Limited by Guarantee status on 1st January
2017, the following Directors’ Report relates to the period from that date until 30th June
2017. The directors of the Judo Federation of Australia Limited submit herewith the report
of the company. In order to comply with the provisions of the Corporations Act 2001, the
directors report as follows:
The names and particulars of the directors of the entity during or since the end of the financial
year are:
KATE CORKERY

NEVILLE SHARPE

Board Chair
Nominations Committee Chair
Joined the Board March 2016
B Applied Economics, LLB (Hons)
Graduate Diploma Legal Practice
Admitted to Supreme Court of the ACT
Masters of International Sport Management
Executive Manager - Corporate Services - YMCA Canberra

Board Deputy Chair
Governance Committee Chair
Joined the Board November 2014
5th Dan
B. Econ Hons
Masters of Education
Retired Principal
Chair of Access Australia Group

SHANE ALVISIO

SARAH RICHARDSON

Joined the Board September 2014
1st Dan
Diploma of Education
NSW Olympic Council Executive Member

Finance, Audit & Risk Committee Chair
Profile Committee Member
Joined the Board July 2016
BA BCA MBA (Hons) GAICD FAMI
Board Member & SME Consultant

SHANNON BYRNE
Profile Committee Chair
Joined the Board October 2016
Deputy Chair Professional Rugby League Match
Officials Board
Journalist/Commentator – ABC Grandstand

ANGELA DEACON
Sport Strategy Committee Chair
Joined the Board November 2014
4th Dan
Former Australian Team & Olympic Coach
Senior Change & Leadership Professional

NICK PAPADIMITROPOULOS
Joined the Board November 2013
1st Dan
OJU Development Director
IJF Education & Coaching Commissioner
Managing Director Stepers Property Group
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DIRECTORS MEETINGS
The following table sets out the number of board meetings the entity held during the
reporting period and the number of meetings attended by each director (while they were a
director). During the reporting period, three board meetings were held:

Director

Eligible to Attend

Attended

Kate Corkery

3

3

Neville Sharpe

3

3

Shane Alvisio

3

3

Angela Deacon

3

3

Nick Papadimitropoulos

3

3

Sarah Richardson

3

3

Shannon Byrne

3

3
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COMPANY
SECRETARY

REVIEW OF
OPERATIONS

Alex Vallentine, as CEO of the organisation, held
the position of Company Secretary of the Judo
Federation of Australia Limited at the end of the
financial year.

A review of the operations of the company during
the financial year and the financial results of the
operations, found that during the financial year
the company continued to engage in its principal
activity, the financial results of which are disclosed
in the financial statements.

PRINCIPAL STRATEGY,
ACTIVITIES &
OBJECTIVES
The Judo Federation of Australia Limited is
focussed on developing Australian Judo at all
levels by strategically increasing elite performance,
growing participation and enhancing Judo’s profile.
In achieving this we aim to expand the sporting
success of Australia and the mutual welfare and
benefit of all Australians.

MEMBERS GUARANTEE
The company is limited by guarantee. Upon winding
up, each member with voting rights pursuant to
Clause 6 and Clause 29 of the Constitution is required
to contribute a maximum of $1 towards meeting
any outstanding obligations of the company. At 30
June 2017 there were eight members, being the
Member States and Territories.

AUDITOR’S
INDEPENDENCE
DECLARATION

The deficit for the financial year was $65,124.

SIGNIFICANT
CHANGES IN THE
STATE OF AFFAIRS
There have not been any matters or circumstances
occurring subsequent to the end of the financial year
that has significantly affected, or may significantly
affect, the operations of the company, the results
of those operations, or the state of affairs of the
company in future financial years.

Signed in accordance with a resolution of
directors made pursuant to s.298(2) of the
Corporations Act 2001.
On behalf of the Directors:

Kate Corkery
Chair

Neville Sharpe
Deputy Chair

The auditor’s independence
declaration is included further
below in the financial reports.
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