
HAVE A GO NEWS – MAY 2016 

On Saturday 2nd April we held our 

Masters Swimming WA, LiveLighter 

State Open Water event at 

sensational Coogee Beach.  

As participants arrived for 

registrations, the sun was rising 

above the horizon and the water 

dead flat, apart from the dolphins 

breaking the surface just offshore. 

The weather could not have been 

any better for an open water 

swimming event.  

With more than 200 members taking part in the swim there was a hive of activity as the race 
briefings began. Race goers were advised about the rules, conditions and water safety by 
MSWA’s volunteer technical officials to ensure a safe and fair event was conducted. Water 
Safety personnel were on hand from the Coogee Surf Lifesaving Club who also set up the 
buoys on the course. While this was all taking place the many volunteers on hand from 
Somerset Masters Club were putting up signs, cutting watermelons and preparing the surf 
club for presentations following the event.   
 
The event commenced with the 2km waves with 

the fastest swimmer’s hitting the water first, 

followed by those opting to undertake the 1km 

course. A great moment for the morning was 

seeing our sole Superfins swimmer exiting the 

water. Brett Silvester (pictured) is a great 

competitor who embodies all that Masters 

Swimming WA is – fun, fitness & friendship and 

Having Go, no matter what.  

Once all swimmers were safely out of the water it was all smiles as they headed for a hot 

shower and then upstairs to the fantastic surf club for a well-deserved breakfast of bacon & 

egg rolls. There was a great buzz around the room as participants waited for the final results.  

The overall Female winner was Allison Haas and the overall male winner was Paul Blackbeard, 

both representing Perth City who also took out Champion Club. The Top Club Performance 

award went to Westcoast Masters and special mention to MSWA Board Member – Viki 

Shelver who took out her age group – again!  

Masters Swimming WA are always looking for new members so if you are up for some fun, 
fitness & friendship please go to www.mswa.asn.au. You can participate in open water swims, 
pool events, and training sessions with certified coaches at a pool near you.  
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