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There is a great deal of mystery about when and how AUSSI came into being.   

 
As recorded in the 1976 AUSSI magazine, the first “Masters” 
style carnival was conducted at Harbord Diggers Club in May 
1971 with 30 male competitors. The organisers were Brian 
Mortensen and John Ludlow; however, due to business and 
other commitments, they were unable to repeat the venture. 
 
The next year on the 1st April, Jack Brownjohn organised a 
carnival at the Sydney University pool, but only 14 people 
competed. Due to this poor response no effort was made to 
have a carnival in 1973. 
 

In July 1973, Brian Mortensen was contacted by Dr. Richard Rahe, of the US 
Navy, regarding a proposed visit by a team of US Master swimmers who would 
several more letters and frenzied preparations a 45 member US Team swam at 
Heffron Park Pool, Sydney on the 30th March, 1974. 
 
This carnival was the spark which ignited interest in “Masters” swimming in 
Australia.  It was attended by swimmers from South Australia, Victoria, NSW 
country, Queensland and Sydney, all of whom took the ideas back to their home 
towns.  One feature of the carnival was the fact that all the Americans swam in 
the 400 metre event regardless of their ability.  This fact was to shape the path 
taken by AUSSI.  
 
Following this carnival, interest built up until on the 18th October, 1974 a meeting 
was held at the South Sydney Leagues Club.  It was attended by Bill Lough and 
Ray Weekes of the AIF Swim Association; Ian Toll and Phil Coles of Surf Life; 
Ray McDougall, Fred Ireland and Jack Brownjohn of 
the NSW Leagues Clubs Swim group; Gordon Baxter 
of the Pool Superintendents Association; and Joe and 
Erin Crumlin.  They voted to form the AUSTRALIAN 
MASTERS SWIMMING ASSOCIATION and elected 
a steering committee of Bill Lough (President), Jack 
Brownjohn (Secretary), Ray Weekes (Treasurer) and 
Erin Crumlin (Assistant-Secretary). 
 
This committee organised a swim meet, termed the 
1st Australian Masters Championships, which was 
held at Harbord Diggers on the 8th March 1975.  It 
was a great success and attracted 112 competitors.  
Prior to the meet, George Moore of Jannali NSW, had 
presented sketches of several possible badges to a meeting of the steering 
committee and several others including myself. We adopted the design which 
was used on the notices for the swim meet and which was subsequently adopted 
by AUSSI except that it was then surrounded by the words “Australian Union of 
Seniors Swimming International”. 
 



Until this stage no attempts had been made to organise activities other than an 
annual swim; the Australian Masters had not been formally constituted, there was 
no form of membership and the steering committee was 
not answerable for its actions to anyone other than the 
small group of supporters who met at infrequent 
intervals. Then Jack Brownjohn proposed that we 
publish a year book. I suggested that the book should 
include a US style Top Ten listing of swims by age 
groups and was immediately appointed National 
Recorder. This led to my direct involvement in the future 
of the organisation. 
 
Recognising that positive steps needed to be taken to 
ensure the development of the movement, I distributed an invitation to attend a 
meeting which was to adopt a constitution and elect office bearers for 1975/76. I 
drafted a National and a State Constitution which between them allowed for a 
National Body, with a Council of State Delegates, which would have overall 
control of policy, and State Branches with direct membership which would be 
responsible for development.  Thanks to the help of Fred Ireland, this meeting 
was held at South Sydney Leagues Club on the 22nd September 1975. 
 
The meeting was attended by Jack Brownjohn, John Kemp, Bill Lough, Alf 
Sparkes, Frank Sykes, John Wainwright, Ray Weekes, and myself, with 
apologies from Bess Barrie and David Mortimer.  At Ray Weekes suggestion the 
AMSA was wound up and it was voted that anew body be formed and named the 
AUSTRALIAN UNION of SENIOR SWIMMERS INTERNATIONAL, which was 
better known by its acronym AUSSI. 
 
The National Constitution was adopted after minor amendments to the draft and 
a foundation committee was elected as follows: Bill Lough (President); Jack 
Brownjohn (Vice-President); Gary Stutsel (Secretary): Frank Sykes (Assistant 

Secretary); Ray Weekes (Treasurer); and David 
Mortimer, Alf Sparkes and Jamie Jenkins 
(Committeemen).  Jamie Jenkins subsequently 
indicated that he was unable to accept the position 
due to other commitments. 
 
On the 17th November, 1975, the AUSSI NSW 
Branch was formed and the draft constitution 
adopted after it had been polished up by David 
Mortimer.  The 1975-76 and 1976-77 seasons saw 
my serving as Secretary for both the NSW Branch 
and the National Committee, and during this period 

the NSW Branch conducted many small carnivals. Through a process of trial and 
error we finally adopted the format which is now in force Australia wide, namely a 
swimmer joins a club which is affiliated with its State Branch and registers its 
members through the State Branch with the National Body. 
 
The functions of the National Body were to draft uniform policy for the whole of 
Australia, to coordinate interstate activities, to organise and conduct the National 
Championships, to organise tours and to publicise all these activities through the 
press, other media and produce the year book. 
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