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The following is a report from 
Doc’s final day at the Phillies 
Phantasy Camp in Florida. Use 
the URL for more reports 
Following the conclusion of the 
competition yesterday, we had a 
formal awards dinner where the 
MVP, Cy Young and other 
awards were presented. Two of 
the Ravens were deservingly ac-
knowledged. Kicked on after the 
dinner and managed to find my 
way to bed at 5am, with the 
alarm set for 5:40am to get to the 
stretching class. Ouch!! 
 
After breakfast picked up my 
final stats that will go on my 
baseball card: Batting - BA 
0.365; 4 hits; 2B; 2 RBI; 6 Runs 
Pitching - 20 IP; 15 K; 6 BB; 8 
Runs; 8 ER; ERA 4.40 
 
Headed over to Bright House 
Networks Field for the game 
against the pros. Each of the 10 
teams had a 3 inning game, with 
the pros limited to scoring 2 runs 
per inning and all of the camp 

participants had to complete at 
least one at bat in the game. As 
you can imagine, many of the 
games required up to 8 outs in the 
3rd inning to close out the game. 
 
The games were based on final 
position, so we had the second 
game. 
 
We ended up losing 3-1 (no sur-
prises there). I caught in the first 
inning and fielded in left for the 
remainder. This enabled many of 
the other guys to have a shot at 
pitching to the pros. 
 
In my at bat I faced Mitch Wil-
liams. Even though he's been out 
of the game, he is still scary form 
60 feet away. Only had one 
chance so I came out swinging. 
My sequence was: 
Pitch 1 - slider on the outside of 
the plate - FOUL - Strike 1 
Pitch 2 - fast ball down the pipe - 
SWING AND MISS - Strike 2 
(this was easily the fastest pitch I 
have ever faced 

Pitch 3 - fast ball high and away - 
Ball 1 
Pitch 4 - slider on the outside of 
the plate - HIGH FLY TO CEN-
TRE FIELD – Out 
 
Despite not getting on base, it 
was a great experience. After the 
game, Kruk pulled me aside and 
said, "Doc, you hit that one hard - 
pity you sent it straight down 
Ricky's (Jordan) throat." Good 
times. 
 
After the game I hung around at 
the complex and watched the 
remaining 8 games. The pros 
were undefeated but did give up a 
few hits and runs. Over a 6 hour 
period they played 50 innings and 
faced 140 batters. Considering 
they were all retired from the 
game, that's a hell of an effort. 
 
Sadly, this portion of the trip has 
ended. It was an amazing experi-
ence and one that I am sure I'll do 
again. Might even take a few 
other Aussies with me. 

http://docinphantasyland.blogspot.com Report From USA 



 

The Red Bears came out to play 
in this match thinking they could 
knock-off the third placed Rang-
ers.  The game was a very tight 
affair and through the first four 
digs the Red Bears had the Rang-
ers on the rocks up 2 to nothing.  
It looked like a throwback to ear-
lier in the season with the Bas 
News Bears showing-off stingey 
great fielding.  Unfortunately, as 
has been the problem this season, 
you cannot win games with out 
scoring runs and 2 runs wasn't 
going to be enough to hold off 
some of the Rangers' power bats.  
Our pitching seemed to get tired 
and fielding in the hot hot heat 
wasn't much chop and we let the 
Central Coast boys back in the 
game.  Their strength laid in the 
fact that their pitcher threw the 
whole game and just put in down 
the pipe rather than beating on 
the corners.   
 

All round, it was a bad weekend 
for the Bears then, Rex Grossman 
looked his old self, the Bears 
secondary ran wild and KC and 
Pauly made the big mistake of 
talking about betting on Devin 
Hester to score the first points of 
the game, but didn't put their 
money where their dumb drunk 
mouths were...an easy Gorilla it 
would have been.   
 
Anyway, on Saturday Michael 
'Peyton Manning' Bromley threw 
a guy out stealing third, not really 
a big deal, except the fact that the 
guy had already got picked-off 
there two innings before by KC 
on the mound.  That team can hit 
but can't coach for shit.  MT had 
a big two-out 2 Ribeye single and 
as for hits that was about it!  I 
think KC and Chris 'Elton John' 
Ahern had slappin' bare-assed 
bloopers.  Steve got 2 walks and 
his dog had 2 Becks on the side-

line when the Mrs wasn't watch-
ing, but you know Labradors... 
 
Next weekend we have to travel 
up to Chernobyl to take on the 
Hawks who are trying to claim 
forth place on the table so maybe 
we can stuff them up. 
 
Pauly's picks for this weekend's 
Super 14: 
 
Chiefs over Canes 
Force in an upset over Stormers 
in Cape Town Waratahs over 
Sharks in a spiteful encounter in 
Durban Reds to give Crusaders a 
good run in Christchurch but just 
lose Brumbies to beat Blues 
Cheetahs to draw with "MY" 
Blou Bulle at Loftus Lions to 
beat Highlanders at Ellis. 

B1 Red Bears Came Out to Play, But Rangers Win the Day 

F2 Troop Victorious in Come From Behind Win!! 
The F2 Bears came back from 
trailing all game to defeat the 
Five Dock Falcons 15-11 at Tim-
brell Park on Sunday. 
  
The Falcons came up against a 
determined F2 outfit that refused 
to give up and fought back at 
every turn. Solid pitching per-
formances from Nick Percival 
and Dan Bunting tied down the 
Five Dock batters whilst the 
Bears defence was solid for the 
duration. 
  
Special mentions to James 
Robertson at 3rd base and Andrew 
Stone at 2nd base from the F1 
squad who both had very good 
games in the infield and with the 
bat. There were hardly any grum-
bles or mutterings from veteran 
first baseman Claude Davidson 
as nearly every ball thrown to 
him came in chest high for the 
easy out. (A rare occasion!!) 
  
The outfield also rates special 
mention with a particularly good 

catch from Chris Percival 
(pictured to the right) in left field 
off the pitching of son Nicho-
las.  There would have been hell 
to pay had he missed that one.  
  
Catching and short stop duties 
were shared between John “El 
Presidente” Dumay and Bret 
Lord, with both players having 
excellent games in both positions. 
  
On a special note, it was gratify-
ing to see the top of the F2 order 
come to life with the top 4 Bears 
batters in the order going 3 for 4. 
This allowed the rest of the order 
who also batted solidly to chip 
away at the Five Dock 
lead.  Worst of the day was 1 for 
two with a walk. Everyone batted 
well with the young guns Thomas 
Lord and Nick Percival both hav-
ing a good day with the bat.  
Nothing like coming back from a 
deficit for a win in the last to get 
the competitive juices flowing.  
 
What a game! What a team! 



 

Name:  Richard Davies  
 
Nickname:  Richie  
 
Posit ion:   Depends on 
which weekend we're talking 
about (have played 7 different 
positions in each of the last 2 
seasons) 
 
Age:  36  
 
Number years playing Base-
ball:  about 15  
 
Seasons with Bears:  12 or 13 
 
Scouting Report: (completed by 
coach) Very versatile (see 
above).  
 
Value to the Bears: (completed 
by coach) Likes batting 9. Knows 
the game. Friendly. Good with 
kids! 
 
Most embarrassing Bears mo-
ment:  other than the usual col-
lection of errors, K2s and stupid 
base running decisions, it is 
probably hitting a potential dou-
ble after a long batting drought 
but tripping over 1st base on the 
way round to keep it to a single. 
 

Best Bears moments:  Hitting a 
home run to level the game at 18-
all at 2 down in the final innings 
(solid defensive effort that day)  
 
Biggest Regret:  Losing AAA3 
preliminary final after losing the 
our regular pitcher in first innings 
of the semi-final the week before 
. 
Best thing about playing for the 
Bears:  Team mates 
 
Other hobbies:  Explaining to 
angry land owners on the north 
coast why we have decided to 
put the Pacific Highway through 
their place.  
 
Favourite Celebrity:  Bugs 
Bunny 
 
Dream Car:  Lamborghini  

When is a game a game? That is 
the question. As we play in the 
Pacific Coast Baseball League 
what constitutes an official game 
is different to an official game in 
the MLB rules. Here instead of 
nine innings, we play 2 hour time 
liit game, except for A1 grade  
which is a 2 hour 15 minute 

game. The basic rule for a time 
game id that you cannot com-
mence the top of an innings with 
less than 10 minutes before the 
fulltime of a game. In second 
division games the last inning can 
go on until 10 minutes after offi-
cial time and in first division the 
inning of started can be played 

out, unless like happens in win-
ter, there is no more light. 
 
Other than that we need to play at 
least one completed inning and 
the game must go on for more 
than 1/2  the allotted time of the 
game should the game be stopped 
for rain or poor weather. 



 

Come in Tokyo... 
Not to be out done by Doc’s adventure Juniors President John Thompson and son Mitch stopped off in Tokyo 
for a few days hard holidaying after skiing down some of the finest mountains Japan has to offer. 
 
John report that he isn’t much of a photographer, but what the heck, still good enough for the Pause. 
 
Below: In front of the Tokyo Dome.  
 
Next Page Top: In front of the Big Mizuno store (fantastic) 
 
Next Page Bottom: Taking BP inside the Tokyo Dome. For what’s its worth I smashed Japans best pitcher all 
over the cages. The locals were trying to sign me up! 

B2 Reds Win Second in A Row After Xmas Break 
The B2 reds made it two wins 
from two games since the Xmas 
break after accounting for Rang-
ers. It was a win made all the 
more satisfying by keeping their 
line-up to a 'doughnut', with the 
Bears taking the points 8-0. 
  
It was a nervous start to the game 
with Mitch shaking off a few 
cobwebs with some wild throws 

to dad JT at 1st base, but the 
Bears regathered after Dan took 
control on the mound and threw a 
rapid fire 'k' with runners in scor-
ing position. The final out of the 
dig was secured after a fantastic 
low running catch from Clinchy 
in right field, proving that there's 
still a little pace in his 'weathered' 
pins after all these years with the 
Bears. While Clinchy's effort was 

noteworthy in terms of skill, an-
other fielding highlight occurred 
late in the game when Spud 
(playing 2nd) somehow managed 
to get a hand on a hard hit ground 
ball up the middle, which 
bounced into Dan's unsuspecting 
bare hand (at SS) and which was 
then dispatched to JT in time to 
beat the runner. 
  
Continued on page 5 



 



 

Seems we have the makings of a photographer in our midst. A couple of ‘scenic’ photos for Vicky Benko are 
once again candidates  for photo of the year. See more of Vicki's efforts on the following pages. 

Continued from page 3 
 
With the bat, the Bears were solid 
rather than exceptional and were-
n't able to well and truly put the 
game beyond Rangers' reach. 
Runners were getting on base, 
however  some inc iden ts 
of careless base running com-
bined with a lack of power RBI 
hitting was making the task more 
difficult than it should have been. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e 
Bears accumulated 1, 2, 1, 
and eventually a respectable 4 in 

the 5th and final inning to secure 
the 8 run win. Dan's and Mitch's 
efforts on the mound were a huge 
factor in silencing the Rangers 
bats and they both earned their 
fair share of strikeouts, ably as-
sisted by Scott behind the plate 
who called/caught a great game. 
His ability with the bat (2 for 3 
inc. dbl, 1R, 1RBI) compli-
mented his day in the field and 
earned him MVP honours, while 
Ichiro, Mitch, Slats, JT, Clinchy 
and the scribe also spent enough 
time running the diamond to 

cause enough headaches for the 
Rangers fielders. 
  
This week's game against un-
beaten Baulkham Hills will be a 
substantially tougher test for the 
side, but our previous two games 
against them have been close 
encounters and if our defence is 
tight and our bats come alive, an 
upset isn't out of the question. 



  

With only 2 fresh players we 
fronted up at The Angels "Field 
of Dreams". A lead off single to 7 
put a runner on who scored 
thanks to another single to 7 from 
Lee.  Jimmy on the mound today, 
pitching' to The Journeyman. 
Before he throws a ball his belt 
breaks. Must be faulty workman-
ship. So a bit of wardrobe adjust-
ments on 3rd base holds the game 
up. This will hurt our over rate…. 
 
 PLAY BALL…. The Angels got 
the run back thru their lead-off.  
1-1 bottom 1.  
 
Our second dig yielded no runs 
despite hits to Mike and Pogo 
(best be careful today buddy). 
We held them scoreless thanks to 
F1, K2 and a 1-3. Can we play 
too?  
1-1 bottom 2  
 
Another lead-off single to 7 put 
the runner on who scored thanks 

B1 - Belter of a game!  
infield "hits" from Dan and Daz. 
Then to a walk to Lee (don’t see 
that often), who stole 2nd base 
but stayed there. Angels 3up 
3down. (nice outfield catch Rich, 
and a nice play from Dan).  
2-1 bottom 3.  
 
Bears 3up 3down. Angels 3up 3 
down. Pitchers and fielders doing 
well today...  
2-1 bottom 4.   
 
Rich now leading off Lead-off 
executed the perfect bunt. Our 
other lead-off hit a double to 7 
and (eventually) scored  thanks to 
a hit from Lee. Anyone see a 
pattern here? HOWEVER in the 
meantime Pogo hit a ball to 3rd 
base, Rich steeped back on the 
base and was tagged out (whilst 
on the base), and then Pogo was 
thrown out at 1st base (double 
play) and then he was thrown out 
OF THE GAME (must be a triple 

play) for indicating politely the 
margin of error in the play at 3rd 
base. Dougie arrived just in time 
from work to step in. Thanks 
mate. How did you know? An-
gels lead-off got on and got 
around to score thanks to a 
muffed hit that fell just over the 
fence that is in RF. If you've been 
to Auluba you'll know what it 
looks like. 
3-3 bottom 5.  
 
Our other lead-off then hit a dou-
ble. Dougie finally got a bat. 
Rich ripped a nice one to left 
field and our other lead off then 
hit a double to score Rich. 4-2. 
Angels to bat… Angels 3up 
3down (2 K2s and a 4-3). 
4-3 bottom 6.  
 
Have to say all in all it was a fine 
game of ball. See you at the Rock 
next week. 



Another E1 Collage 
What was the Score? Who knows. Another collage of great photos from 
the E1’s. Thanks to Vicki “Snaps” Benko for the contribution. 

 



 



Got a question for the 
Blue? 
Just e-mail the Blue at the Bear 
Pause and he will do his best to 
‘get the call’ right. 
 
Submit your answers and ques-
tions to: 
 
bearpause@optusnet.com.au 

 

I must say that I felt good when 
we started the game against Kiss-
ing Point at Auluba Reserve, 
while they are above us on the 
ladder every time we have played 
them I have thought this is a team 
we can beat. 
 
The game started well with Dar-
ren Hargraves pitching after quite 
a long layoff, Darren was pitch-
ing very well and at the bottom of 
the first we were down by one a 
great start against a team that has 
so many left handers trying to hit 
over that right field fence. 
 
The second innings started well 
for us, two batters and two in the 
ground home runs later the confi-

dence levels were very high one 
to Ollie Brecht and the second to 
yours truly. We went into the 
bottom of the second 2 - 1 up and 
feeling that the confidence we 
started the game with was not 
misplaced. 
 
Unfortunately Darren "broke" 
something in his arm and was 
unable to continue pitching. Lee 
Ladiges came on and things just 
didn't go the same way, Lee 
pitched well but had some bad 
luck and a few dinky little hits 
and when we finally got out of 
the innings we were down 10 - 2. 
 
Lee hit a home run over centre 
right and we had a mini fight 

back scoring another 3 runs in the 
next two innings but unfortu-
nately it was not going to be 
enough and we finished the game 
15 - 5 down. The new bat of Dom 
Harris also got him another hit. 
Thanks to Ollie for turning up to 
play what will probably be his 
last game as he starts school in 
Adelaide this week. 
 
Thanks again must go to the B1 
players who covered our missing 
spots, thank you Darren Har-
graves, Dan Pearson, James Men-
zies, Gareth Elston and Andrew 
Pogson without whom we could 
not have played. 

B2 Black Bears go Down to Kissing Point 15-5 

F Troop Gets Tumbled at Timbrell,  
Five Dock Triumph 7-2 
When you’re hot, you’re hot. We 
were definitely not. 
 
Sometimes, no matter how hard 
you try, things just don’t your 
way. The day started well with 
Andres Fabian making a wel-
come surprise appearance, having 
been last seen some months ago 
as an extra in ‘Pirates of the Car-
ibbean III.’ We were all worried 
that, having seen the glittering 
lights of the movie world, he 
would be lost to Bears baseball 
forever. 
 

Although our pitching was very 
good and nothing really went 
wrong with the fielding, it seems 
that all our hits went straight to a 
fielder who could catch the ball, 
while their’s always seemed to 
find the hole. Five Dock played 
well and deserved the win. With 
our run for the playoffs badly 
running out of steam, it would 
have been nice for a few things to 
go our way. 
 
Oh well, there is always next 
week……………… 



 

  
Who is the next person to become the King of Diamonds Poker Tourna-
ment Winner?  Past winners Richard Jaimeson and Scott Kelso will be 
joined by another.  Can you shoot down the current Sheriff Scott Kelso?  
  
Date:  Saturday 24th February 
Time:  7:00pm for a 7:30pm start 
Where: Gore Hill Clubhouse 
Cost:  $50/head (discounted event due to popular demand) 
Drinks:  Soft Drinks $1 and Beer / Wine $2 
Food:  BYO munchies 
  
Loads of prizes on offer and a secondary Tournament for those that go 
out early to keep you in the action. 
  
Please feel free to invite friends and family. 
  
Please RSVP to bearsbaseball@optusnet.com.au by Wednesday 21st 
February.  

Summer 2006/07 NSLBC King of 
Diamonds Poker Tournament 



 

Pacific Coast Baseball League Inc. 
Latest Standings 

Next Weekend's 
Games  

 
Saturday 

B(NS5) vs Hills Billies  
@ Northmead Oval 

 
B(NS3) vs. North Ryde / 

Stealers @ Flat Rock 
 

E–Grade vs. Balmain 
@ Blackmore Oval 

 
Sunday 

F-Troop vs.  
Greenway 

@ Flat Rock 

 In the Next Issue: 
 Want to submit something to the Bear Pause? Currently 
 looking for pictures and stories from days gone by. 
 Please submit all materials before EOD Wednesday to the 
 following e-mail address: 

bearpause@optusnet.com.au  

A fresh batch of supporters caps have arrived in pink, sky blue, orange 
and lime green. Caps are $16 each 
  
Order via email to bearsbaseball@optusnet.com.au leaving your name, 
number of caps and preferred colours, or see Doc at Gore Hill training 
on Thursday nights. 

Bears Supporters Caps 


