
 

Club Bulletin AUGUST 2017 

 

OPENING NIGHT 
The 2017/18 bowling season Opening Night takes place on Friday September 1st.  Members, partners and 
friends are all welcome. The cost is $20 per person.  Please put your name on the dinner list located near the 
tournament noticeboard at the club or contact Fran Broadfoot, Management Secretary by August 21st.  
 

OPENING DAY BOWLS 
Following the Opening Night the bowling season gets underway on Saturday September 2nd. As is customary 
this is a Charity Day with all proceeds donated the Royal Children’s Hospital.  So let’s get our bowling season 
underway with a big turnout on this particular Saturday. 

 
INDOOR BOWLS 
The 2017 winter season has been well supported by an enthusiastic group of members who enjoy the 
camaraderie and fun of playing “their social game” weekly.  However, once they start the game they all 
become very competitive.  Considering there are no prizes given does not seem to deter them from trying to 
win each game and thus have bragging rights that they beat so-and-so on the day !  Also, we now have four 
members using the Bowlers Arm to enable them to continue their bowling and social inter-action and 
importantly their connection with the Club.   
 

Club Singles Championships: 

Ladies Singles – Lynne Walker won from Elizabeth Reid.  Lynne then went on to win the ESIBBA Group 
Champion-of-Champions to qualify for the State title. 
Men’s Singles – Kevin Coombs comfortably won this year’s title from Bob Byron.  Unfortunately, because of 
scheduling issues Kevin gave a walkover to his opponent in the Group Champion-of-Champions event. 
 

Pennant: 

Tuesday Night – DBC 1 remain undefeated and in first place with one round to play before the finals start. 
DBC 2 finished a creditable 7th considering the playing strengths of some of their opponents. 
Wednesday – DBC 3 will finish either 2 or 3rd depending on the results of the final round.  All Finals start the 
following week. 
 
Bob Byron 
 

SINCLAIR SHIELD RETURNS TO DONCASTER 
After 17 years, the Sinclair Shield has returned to Doncaster. Congratulations to Elizabeth Reid and Debbie 
Code for winning this prestigious event which was held at the Heathmont Bowling Club. This invitation only 
event is for the winner and runner up of the women’s singles championship event from every club in the 
Melbourne metropolitan area. The Sinclair Shield was last won by Doncaster in 1999 by Lorraine Holstock 
and Val Morris and again in 2000 by Lorraine Holstock and Pat Calabresi.  But thanks to Elizabeth Reid and 
Debbie Code the drought is finally over. Let’s hope we can go back to back and retain the shield next season.  
It won’t be easy however, as the Sinclair Shield provides very stiff competition as evidenced by this year’s 
runner up, the Glenroy team that consisted of two members from their victorious premier league team. 

 



SUMMER PENNANT SEASON 2017/18 
The 2017/18 Pennant season will get underway with round one of the midweek Pennant on September 26th 
and Saturday Pennant on October 7th. Prior to this, there will be trial pennant matches during September. If 
you want to play pennant, please ensure Gary Baird, Chair of Selection is aware of this. Keep an eye out for 
the list for the trial pennant matches in the coming weeks. 

 
BOWLING GREEN OPEN IN AUGUST 
Usually our greens are closed for a week or two in August. However, this year, thanks to greenkeeper 
Michael and our Greens Committee, one of our greens will be kept open. It is likely that the front green will 
be given a bit of rest in the coming weeks and we will need to play on the back green. Please observe the 
signs as to which green is open and support the great work of the greens committee and our greenkeeper so 
that our greens remain the envy of many in our region. 
 

DUMPING 
It has been observed some bowlers are dumping their bowls on the green.  As you will appreciate, this can 
result in damage to our beautiful greens.  If you are dumping, please speak to one of the coaches as to the 
possible solutions.  
 

TOURNAMENTS AT DONCASTER 
The monthly tournaments at our club get underway on Monday September 4th with the First Monday 
Triples.  If you would like to enter a team for any of the events, please contact the relevant manager for that 
event.  Vacancies still exist. If you are not in a team, worry not, the tournament manager may be able to 
assist. Members of other clubs are welcome to participate in the Doncaster tournaments. 
 

VICTORIAN OPEN 
Entries for the Victorian Open are now being accepted by Bowls Victoria. This year it will once again be held 
in the Shepparton region from November 18 to the 24th.  There is no pennant bowls during this period. 
 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
We are pleased to welcome the following new members: Barry Carr, Rudi Pauli, Robert Bertocchi, Trevor 
Dawson, Suzanne Tyson, Richard Hanson, Gus Rosa, Ofisa Scanlan, Mark Eldridge, Fred Duthie, Ollie Watson, 
Peter Watson and David Purdon. 
 

FROM THE COACH’S DESK 
I would like to congratulate all our players for their efforts last season and for the promotions gained – WELL 
DONE!! 
 
I would like to welcome Lou Anastassiou and Dinesh Balgovind on board the Coaching Team after attaining 
their Club Coach Accreditation. They will be on a learning curve so please give them your support in what 
will be a new and maybe challenging experience for them.  
 
This year will bring different challenges to the Club after last year’s successes.  Therefore, commitment to 
training, teamwork and good player interaction will be the way forward if we are to maintain our current 
pennant positions and compete for that all important 4th playoff spot. 
 
 It is therefore important that players in ALL divisions start their training well before the practice games in 
September if they are to start the season well-honed in their delivery action and confidence in their abilities.  
It is also important this season that teams / sides all try and turn up together for practice and Skips 
coordinate their teams to achieve this. The Skips roll doesn’t finish at the 21st end of a game, he/she should 
be involved in their player’s involvement from one week to the next. It is important therefore that at 
PRACTICE SESSIONS: 

• All turn up at practice at the same time. 

• Be competitive in practice. 

• Have fun during a challenging practice. 



• Social games are not practice. 

• Try to put in some ‘me time’ individual personal skills practice especially if you are unable to attend 

coaching sessions. 

TEAMWORK 
Teamwork sounds easy, team dynamics sounds good, but team harmony is hard. This is about attitude and 
motivation that should be evident from the beginning and preferably not needing to be developed 
throughout the season. Without commitment to the team direction, goals and purpose, too many players 
will have a bad case of STD (spit the dummy) with selection. 
 
By putting as many of the above elements into your game as you can for next season, you will be well on the 
way to achieving success for yourself and your Club. 
 
Good luck to all our Pennant Sides for the 2017/18 Season. 
 
From your Head Coach 
Richard Lovell 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN 
With Opening Night just four weeks away the 2017-18 season is almost upon us. Last season’s triumphs, and 

otherwise, have passed and new glories await. There is much to be done if our Club is to maintain a 

reputation that is not dependant on the wonderful views or the perfection of our greens.  

The Board of Management can report that the finances of the Club are in excellent condition and 

membership is growing as new bowlers are inducted and experienced players transfer to our Club.  

The volunteers that are the backbone of our Club are actively working to add to the enjoyment of members 
and to ensure that the bowling experience for old and new members and our many visiting bowlers 
represents the ideals of the Doncaster Bowling Club. 
The Board thanks all who contribute to the success of the Club and encourages new and old members to 
join in whenever an opportunity comes along. 
 
Good Bowling. 

Neil English 
 
EMERGENCY CONTACTS 
Recently there was a medical emergency at the club and an ambulance was called and attended to a player 
on the green. Thankfully there was a prompt response and all is well. This medical emergency however 
highlighted a number of issues that we need to respond to. Firstly, we note that we do not have emergency 
contacts for members. This is important. So in the next few weeks we will asking members to provide us 
with two emergency contacts. The membership application form has now been revised to include this 
information. Some members have ICE (in case of emergency) as an entry on their mobile phones. The ICE 
entry usually list the person’s name, the DOB, two emergency contacts, medication, and any allergies that 
the person may have. All this information is very useful to the paramedics attending the emergency and for 
other helpers. Of course, we note that many of modern phones get locked after a period of time and require 
a pin or fingerprint for access. First aid training is also important. If you are trained in first aid, could you 
please let Bob Byron or Fran Broadfoot know so our list is up-to-date. 

 
SAVE THIS DATE 
Grand Final Eve, Friday September 29th, is a public holiday in Victoria. On this day, from 1pm we will be 
playing our final pennant practice match at home. This will be followed by the Grand Final Night social event 
commencing at 5.30pm with drinks finals food and a one off entertainment !!   $10 per person. As a result 
there will not be any bowls on the Saturday, Grand Final day.  More on this in the September bulletin. 

 
Melbourne Cup Eve    Monday 6th November. Drinks 5 – 6pm followed by dinner and phantom race call. 



 

CLUB SHIRTS & JACKETS 
If you need to purchase a club shirt or jacket, please contact Dinesh Balgovind. Some shirts are in stock but 
jackets need to be ordered. Shirts are $75 and Club Jackets $125.  

 
BOWLS SHOP RELOCATES 
Doncaster Sporting Gear has relocated. It is now located at 25 Worrell Street, Nunawading. Phone 
98772068. 
 
 

TEXT MESSAGING HUMOUR 
Hi Bob, This is Alan from next door. I’m sorry but I have a confession to make to you. I’ve been riddled with 
guilt these past few months and have been trying to pluck up the courage to tell you to your face but I am at 
least now sending you a text as I can’t live with myself a moment longer without you knowing.  
 
The truth is, I have been sharing your wife, day and night when you're not around. In fact, probably more 
than you, particularly in the mornings after you’ve left for work. I haven’t been getting it at home recently, 
but that's no excuse I know. I can no longer live with the guilt and I hope you will accept my sincerest 
apologies. My wife has known for some time now and I’ve promised her that it won't happen again. 
Regards, Alan.  
 
Bob, feeling anguished and betrayed, immediately went into his bedroom, grabbed his gun, and without a 
word, shot his wife twice in the head, killing her instantly. He returned to the den where he poured himself a 
stiff drink and sat down on the sofa. He took out his phone to respond to the neighbour's text and saw he 
had another message:-  
 
Hi Bob, this is Alan next door again. Sorry about the slight typing error on my last text, I expect you worked it 
out. Anyway, I’m sure you noticed, my predictive text changed ‘WiFi’ to ‘Wife’. Hope you saw the funny side 
of that. Regards Alan. 

 

 
 

 

Dinesh Balgovind 


