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SYDNEY NORTH WEST ZONE 10 BOWLING ASSOCIATION 
 

PO Box 69 Thornleigh NSW 2120 
E-mail: secretary@zone10.org.au 

Web Address: www.zone10.org.au 
 

President:  Brett Hughes, Mob: 0435 826640 Email: brett@nbcsportsclub.com.au 

Secretary: Norm Muir, Mob: 0418 635513, Email: secretary@zone10.org.au 

 

 

2017 Annual General Meeting 

 
The 21st Annual General Meeting of the Association was held on Wednesday, 8th February 
2017 at the Hills Bowling Club (Jenner Street, Baulkham Hills), and the meeting commenced 
on time at 7.00pm.  
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

1. Opening – The meeting was opened by Brett Hughes (President and Chair of the Meeting) 
who welcomed all clubs in attendance and special guest Adam Jones, Lawyer who has 
assisted the Executive in drafting the proposed new Constitution. Brett confirmed the 
appointment of West Pennant Hills as the home of the Junior Academy for 2017 and all 
acknowledged this very generous offer by West Pennant Hills. Brett also noted the 
honouring of Life Membership of Zone 10 to club and zone stalwart Bill Sutcliffe for his 50 
years of service to the game at club and zone level. All present gave Bill a resounding 
round of applause. 
 

2. Roll Call – The register was signed by 20 club representatives from Brush Park, Burwood 
Diggers, Carlingford, Castle Hill, Concord RSL, Denistone Sports, Dundas Sports, Dural, 
Greenlees Park, Merrylands, North Epping, NBC Sports, North Ryde RSL, Pennant Hills, 
Putney Tennyson, Rosehill, Ryde Phoenix, Toongabbie Sports Wenty Leagues and West 
Pennant Hills. 6 clubs failed to register or post an apology. Formal apologies were received 
from Paul Skeers (Rosehill), Mike Richards (Castle Hill), and Mick Harry (Wentworthville).  
 

3. Bereavements – Paul McBlane and David Smythe (Carlingford). A minute’s silence was 
observed. 
 

4. Confirm the minutes from previous AGM – The minutes of the 20th AGM were posted with 
the notices. Moved Ivor Purcell & seconded by Wayne Comber they be adopted – Carried 

 

5. Matters arising from the minutes of the 20th AGM – no matters arising 
 

6. Confirmation of Zone annual report – The annual report including reports from Executive 
and Sub Committees was posted with the AGM notices. Motion that all reports be adopted 
moved by Michael Schwarcz & seconded by Bob Calvert – Carried 

 

7. Confirmation of 2017 draft budget – Moved Warren Phillips and seconded by Tim 
Cunningham – Carried 

 

8. Confirmation of 2017 club affiliation fees – Moved by Warren Phillips and seconded by 
Tm Cunningham – Carried 
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9. Special Resolution – To consider and if thought fit, pass the Special Resolution contained 
in the ‘Notice of Special Resolution’ which was included in the AGM Notices. 
 

Brett Hughes noted the origins of the proposed new Constitution and explained the 
process that the Executive Committee had undertaken to reach this position. Brett also 
noted that 3 clubs (Pennant Hills, West Pennant Hills and NBC Sports Club) had tendered 
written feedback on matters requiring amendment. Brett confirmed that where practical, 
some of that feedback was taken up and changes were made to the draft that reflected 
that feedback. Brett confirmed that he would allow all clubs the opportunity to speak on 
behalf of and against the special resolution. 

 
Prior to the special resolution being put to the members, Brett invited Adam Jones, Lawyer, 
to address the Meeting regarding an amendment being desirable to address some 
typographical errors and minor wording issues that he had uncovered while considering a 
couple of concerns noted by Steve Rochester. 
 
Following Adam Jones’s explanation and an opportunity provided to members to view the 
agreed amendments document, the amendment (being to insert the words ‘and 
incorporating the amendments agreed to at the Meeting as recorded in the document 
titled ‘Agreed amendments to the proposed new Constitution’) was proposed by Norm 
Muir and seconded by Bob Calvert. The amended special resolution would read as follows: 
 
‘That the Constitution of Sydney North West Zone 10 Bowling Association Incorporated, in the 
form presented to the Annual General Meeting by the Chairman of the Annual General Meeting 
and incorporating the amendments agreed to at the Meeting as recorded in the document titled 
‘Agreed amendments to the proposed new Constitution’ be adopted as the Constitution of the 
Sydney North West Zone 10 Bowling Association Incorporated in substitution for and to the 
exclusion of the existing Constitution of Sydney North West Zone 10 Bowling Association 
Incorporated.’ 

 
The motion to accept the amendment to address the typographical errors and minor 
wording issues was moved by Norm Muir and seconded by Bob Calvert and carried by all 
20 votes. 
 
Norm Muir (Secretary) spoke on behalf of the Executive for the amended special 
resolution citing the work of the previous Zone 10 Executive as the base of the proposed 
new Constitution, legal advices received, feedback from clubs taken into account, and 
written approval of the draft by the RNSWBA. 

 
Warren Phillips (Pennant Hills) spoke against the adoption of the proposed new 
Constitution in the amended Special Resolution and cited his club’s concerns with several 
major and/or minor issues viz: 

 Clause 11.4 (b) – There should be a maximum number of consecutive terms with the option 
for the members to waive this with a vote at a General Meeting. 

 Clause 16 (a) – The AGM should be held no longer than 3 months after the end of the 
Financial Year.  

 Clause 21.1 (b) – Each club should only have one vote.  

 Provisions in a Constitution should be clauses not rules.  

 Clause 30 (b) – There should be an appeal process if the RNSWBA does not agree to the 
proposed changes to the Constitution.  

 Clause 3.1 Definitions – There is no need to have a definition for both “Bowling Member” 
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and “Individual Member”. 

 Clause 5.1 (c) – What other form of member is under consideration as this clause seems 
unnecessary. 

 The Chair of Match/Greens should be an Executive committee role.  

 
Norm Muir responded to these concerns on behalf of the Executive. 
 
Bob Calvert (Toongabbie Sports) spoke for the amended Special Resolution citing the work 
of the Executive and guidance taken from RNSWBA and legal advice received.  
 
Michael Schwarcz (West Pennant Hills) spoke against the amended Special Resolution 
citing: 
 

 Insufficient time given to read and discuss with other delegates and Zone Executive; 

 District: The Definition for district is not required in this Constitution, this refers to the 
RNSWBA and not the Zone as there are no districts in the metropolitan area, it is for 
Country regional areas; 

 Seal and 35.1: no definition is required for the seal as it no longer required to be used; 

 Clause 5.1: There is only one category of a member in the Zone, that is a club. Individuals 
are members of the RNSWBA not the Zone. There no such thing member as a Life 
member, it is an honorary position given to an individual for service given to the Zone. 
Any other person to be on the Executive is not a member but an expert in a certain area. 
The Clause put forward is for the RNSWBA not the Zone;  

 Clause 16 (a) The AGM should be no longer than 3 months after the end of the financial 
year. Any more that is far too long after the financial year it allows for too many things to 
happen; 

 Clause 21.1 (b) The Executive are not members of the Zone only clubs are. Individuals are 
members of the RSWBA. The Executive represents themselves not the clubs who have 
delegates to represent them. If this was allowed it would create an unfair vote where one 
club could have 3 votes thereby influencing the vote. 

 

Steve Rochester was asked by the Chair if he wished to raise the issues he saw in the 
construction of the proposed new Constitution but Steve was happy that the amendment 
already carried had addressed his concerns. 
 
Further debate on all the issues was allowed by the Chair to ensure that all members 
received an opportunity to express their views.  
 
The Chair noted that the Executive had taken all written feedback received into 
consideration and had made changes to reflect that feedback. In the opinion of the Chair, 
the only contentious issue warranting further consideration was the inclusion or exclusion 
of rule 21.1(b).  
 
So, debate was suspended to allow Adam Jones to address the delegates and explain how 
a further amendment could be considered if approved by the Chair. 
 
Following Adam Jones’s explanation (to the effect a further amendment to the special 
resolution could be considered if the amendment kept the status quo of voting rights at 
general meetings under the existing constitution), it was agreed to put a further 
amendment to a vote at the Meeting. 
 
The further amendment to be considered was the deletion of rule 21.1(b) from the 
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proposed new Constitution. 
 
The motion to accept the further amendment (being to insert the words ‘and amended by 
the deletion of rule 21.1(b)’ into the amended Special Resolution after the words 
‘proposed new Constitution’), was moved by David Wilson (West Pennant Hills) and 
seconded by Tim Cunningham (Carlingford) and was carried by majority. It was noted this 
majority exceeded 75% although the motion to accept the further amendment only 
required a simple majority to be carried. 
 
The Chair then ruled all other debate closed and asked that the Special Resolution as twice 
amended be put to a vote: 
 
The Special Resolution as twice amended was moved by Norm Muir……‘That the Constitution of 
Sydney North West Zone 10 Bowling Association Incorporated, in the form presented to the 
Annual General Meeting by the Chairman of the Annual General Meeting and incorporating the 
amendments agreed to at the Meeting as recorded in the document titled ‘Agreed amendments 
to the proposed new Constitution’ and amended by the deletion of rule 21.1(b), be adopted as 
the Constitution of the Sydney North West Zone 10 Bowling Association Incorporated in 
substitution for and to the exclusion of the existing Constitution of Sydney North West Zone 10 
Bowling Association. 
 

The Special Resolution as twice amended was seconded by Bob Calvert, and was carried 
by a majority of 18 votes for and 2 against (being more than the 75% majority required). 
 
A copy of the full text of the ‘Agreed amendments to the proposed new Constitution’ (note 
the deletion of rule 21.1(b) was a separate amendment) is set out below: 

 
Agreed amendments to the proposed new Constitution 

 
Sydney North West Zone 10 Bowling Association Incorporated 

Annual General Meeting - 8 February 2017 
 
The agreed amendments to the proposed new Constitution of Sydney North West Zone Bowling 
Association Incorporated are as follows: 

1. Rule 3.2(d) –after the second occurrence of ‘authority’, omit ‘of’ and insert instead ‘or’ 

2. Rule 3.2(h) – omit the single closing quotation mark after ‘writing’ and insert instead a 
closing double quotation mark 

3. Rule 3.6 – omit ‘relevant authority given by this Association’ and insert instead ‘relevant 
authority given by this Constitution’ 

4. Rule 5.4(a)(ii) – omit the full stop and insert instead a semi-colon 

5. Rule 5.4(a)(vi) – omit the full stop and insert instead a semi-colon 

6. Rule 10(d)(xiii) – after the first and third occurrences of ‘Zone Coordinator’ insert ‘if any’, 
and omit the comma after the second occurrence of ‘Zone Coordinator’ 

7. Rule 11.4(c) – omit ‘comes into’ and insert instead ‘takes’ 

8. Rule 11.6(d) – omit the words ‘Office-Bearers and Ordinary’ 

9. Rule 12.2(d) – omit ‘anyway’ and insert instead ‘any way’ 

10. Rule 13.4(a) – omit the second occurrence of ‘Committee Members’ and insert instead ‘the 
Executive Committee’ 

11. Rule 13.7(b) – omit ‘Senior Vice-president’ and insert instead ‘Senior Vice President’ 

12. Rule 18(a) – omit ‘as of right’ 

13. Rule 18(b)(ii) – after the semi-colon insert ‘and’ 
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14. Rule 18(c)(ii) – omit the semi-colon and insert instead a full stop 

15. Rule 19(a)(i) – after the semi-colon omit ‘and’ 

16. Rule 22.1(c) – omit ‘RNSBWA’ and insert instead ‘RNSWBA’ 

17. Rule 27(f)(i) – omit the colon and insert instead a semi-colon 

18. Rule 32.2(f) – omit the full stop and insert instead a semi-colon 

19. Rule 33.1(a)(iii) – omit ‘club’ and insert instead ‘Club’ 

 
With the leave of the Chair, Adam Jones advised the Meeting the new Constitution would 
take effect upon being registered by the NSW Department of Fair Trading. 

 
10. Election of Executive Positions – 

a. President – Brett Hughes (NBC Sports Club) elected unopposed  
b. Senior Vice President – Mark Barton (Wenty Leagues) elected unopposed 
c. Vice President – Jeff Gallagher (Wenty Leagues) elected unopposed 
d. Secretary – Norm Muir (NBC Sports Club) elected unopposed 
e. Treasurer – No nominations received 

 

11. Election of Selectors (5) Trevor Imer (Merrylands), Brett Hughes (NBC Sports) Bill Sutcliffe 
(Denistone Sports) elected unopposed 
 

12. Election of Coaches (5) – No nominations received  

 

13. Confirmation of auditor – Don Stubbin has resigned at conclusion of 2016 audit. Norm 
Muir asked any person who is interested in this role to contact the Executive. 

 

14. General Business – Brett Hughes confirmed the date for 2017 Awards Night as 
Wentworthville Leagues again for Thursday the 2nd of November 2017. Entertainment and 
MC are also confirmed with renowned ventriloquist Darren Carr and Ian Schuback 
accepting invitations to perform and finally, Cameron Curtis will attend and present our 
next Hall of Fame champion. 

 

Meeting closed at 8.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zone Secretary 
13th February 2017 


